Helping Your Child with Reading

Here are some questions that may help you to support your children’s reading and enjoyment of the
stories that they choose. Remember there are often ideas and questions to ask your child at the front and
back of their reading books you can use too.

It is not expected that you ask every question, every time they read a book to you! However, by choosing 2
or 3 of the questions to ask your child before, during and after the reading of their book, it will support
their developing comprehension of what they read and ultimately, their enjoyment of the books that they
choose.

Whilst the questions and ideas listed below will help to develop and support your child’s reading in Key
Stage 1, they can also be adapted to allow you to support your child as they continue to develop in their
reading and enter Key Stage 2.

They can also be adapted to any text that your child is reading (eg. comics, newspapers, leaflets,
information on signs (eg. At the zoo), etc)




Some key words to use when discussing books with your child:

Story Book Character Setting Plot
Author Illustrator Title Contents Index Glossary
Headings Sub-headings Blurb Beginning Middle

End Fiction Non-fiction  Information Page Bold

Italic Under-lined Pictures/ illustrations Predict Front cover

Back cover Publisher







