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Maths
Using the Power Maths scheme, we have daily lessons covering number, shape, measures and statistics. After lunch, we have another maths session where we follow the ‘Mastering Number’ scheme which focuses on the recall of number bonds. Each day we try to apply our learning to solve problems and to explain our reasoning. Sorting and counting coins at home is a really good way to support number skills. Also, please help your child by practising counting on and back from numbers in 1s or 10s and counting in steps of 2, 10, and 5s. Year 1 children need to continue to practise their number formation. Please support your child in completing their booklet.
							 
Literacy
We start the year, focusing on sentence writing and handwriting, providing the children with lots of opportunities to write. We will be using the story, ‘The Night Pirates’ to support reading and writing skills and later in the term we will focus on instructional writing. Children complete daily spelling and reading activities to develop their skills.
Welcome to the Autumn Term! We hope that you had a lovely holiday!
This half term Mrs Few will teach Monday-Wednesday and Mrs Cain on Thursdays and Friday mornings. We usually have two TAs in the morning and one in the afternoon. We have a super team of TAs with Mrs Lockwood, Ms Knights, Mrs Icke, Mrs Collins and a volunteer student Miss Blackburn, all supporting the class. Liam continues to lead the teaching of PE on Tuesday afternoons. We hope that you find the information provided here useful! If you have any queries or concerns, please speak to us.
Mrs Few and Mrs Cain










Other Curriculum Areas
Art: Art will focus on developing drawing and painting skills.

Design Technology: Our first project will be to construct a fire engine and before Christmas the children will work with textiles to create a Christmas decoration.

Computing: Learning how to log on to our network and to Purple Mash, the website where we have many tools to use, will be developed. Online safety will be a focus and hopefully the children will also complete a unit involving learning about algorithms and solving challenges which involve control/movement.

P.E: PE will be taught by Liam on Tuesday afternoons. During the term, lessons will focus on fundamental skills, fitness, ball skills and dance. During the term there will be whole school PE enrichment activities planned.

Music – Music lessons involve listening and appraising music, rhythm work, singing and playing accompaniments. They will focus around two units: ‘Pulse, Rhythm and Pitch’ and ‘Playing in an Orchestra.’

Topic (History/Geography): Famous People Christopher Columbus. The class will find out about his journey and its purpose, the impact his journey has had both positive and negative. Later in the term we will learn about the Great Fire of London. In geography we will use maps and atlases to locate the continents and oceans of the world.

PSHE – Relationships – Be Yourself. During the lessons children will discuss the meaning of bullying and teasing, making good choices, being kind, being part of a team and how to be a good listener. After half term, our topic is ‘Think Positive’ where we will look at how a positive mindset can help us. Each half term a carefully selected picture book is used to aid discussion linked to our school values and the protected characteristics. This term we will be listening to the story, ‘Can I Join Your Club?’ and ‘How to Be a Lion’. 

R.E – Judaism – Why do Jewish families talk about repentance at new year? The children will find out what Yom Kippur and Rosh Hashanah are and why they are important to Jewish families. Secondly, we will investigate the question; ‘Why was Jesus given the name Saviour?’

Science – Living Things and their Habitat. The children will learn about a number of different types of animals and where to find them. The class will use the local area to study animals up close, working scientifically. Then we will take a look at habitats around the world.








		












Reminders
· Children need to bring their book bags to school each day – named on the outside please. Please do not send other bags into school, unless absolutely essential. 

· Children should bring in a named water bottle. Just water please. Juice attracts wasps into the classroom. It is helpful if bottles can have some form of ‘sports type’ lid as we have had many accidents with screw type lids – the children find them difficult to keep firmly closed when they are not drinking from them! To avoid damage to books please do not put water bottles inside book bags.

· Please tie up long hair to limit the spread of head lice!

· We continue to provide fruit or raw vegetables for a healthy snack at break or children may bring in their own - clearly labelled please.

· P.E is on Tuesdays. As trainers may get muddy, please include an extra bag for these inside PE bags – a supermarket fruit/veg bag works well! Watches, earrings and other jewellery must be removed. We cannot take out earrings – your child must be able to do this independently and tape cannot be used to cover these.

· At this time of year please ensure children come prepared for any sort of weather! Sun hats or coats may be needed. 

· On sunny days please ensure children apply sun cream before coming to school. Named bottles of sun cream may be brought into school but children will need to apply it themselves. 

· We use the field daily, so children will need a pair of wellies which they can leave in school on our welly rack outside the classroom. They will wear these at break times to avoid bringing mud into school. 

· Don’t forget that we love to celebrate achievements outside school – swimming certificates, badges from Beavers etc. These can be sent to school on Fridays for the weekly celebration assembly.

What is a day like in Oak class?
At the start of the day, the children put away their belongings and settle down to practise their spellings. After register, they split into year groups – Y2 has a maths lesson while Y1 splits into two groups of about 6 children and each group has a reading and phonics session. Then the year groups swap over – Y1s have maths while Y2 have reading and spelling in two groups. After morning break, the children have an English lesson as a whole class before getting ready for lunch. Lunch is eaten in the classroom and then children play on the school field. We begin the afternoon with each year group having a mastering number session with the teacher while the other year group completes maths activities with a TA. During the rest of the afternoon, we have lessons in all the other subjects and end the day with assembly. The children work hard!








Learning at Home
Children will bring 3 reading books home every day to read with an adult. Please return these to school on a daily basis along with the reading record booklet. Please fill this in after listening to your child read. House points and extra play time are available to those that read regularly 4 times a week, every week.

Daily reading is vital. It is important at this stage in a child's reading development to ask many questions about the books they are reading and it is often a good idea to re-read a book they already know or have previously read. Homework related to the new phonics/sounds taught each week will be sent home each week for Year 1 children. Please support your child in reading and blending the sounds in the words to read the sentences accurately. If your child has had to sound out many of the words, try reading the page back to them. This will help them to have a better understanding of the text and improve their fluency.

On our website you will find a list of books we will be reading to the children this term. Please feel free to re-read these books at home, listen to audio versions or videos. The local libraries will stock many of these books. Each Friday the children will have the opportunity to choose a book to take home, read or listen to and discuss with you. This provides the children with an opportunity to make their own choices about what they read. The following week children tell the class about their books, perhaps reading an extract or summarising the events. They can recommend the book to the class, giving their reasons. 

Spelling patterns being taught each half term are on our class website page and children have their personal set of spellings to practise at home, that are checked regularly. Year 2 children are asked to complete some sentences that an adult needs to dictate to them as part of their weekly homework. These can be found in their yellow homework folder along with their maths mats. 

There are ideas for maths included in the Maths section above. Year 2 children have a weekly maths mat to complete. There are 3 levels of difficulty to choose from. Please choose the most appropriate for your child. Some weeks they may feel like they want a challenge and can complete a harder level if they wish or complete the easier version if they feel less secure. Please return the yellow folders each Friday. Using any opportunity to count, to read and write numbers and to talk about time (days of week, months, telling the time etc.) is really helpful to your child’s learning. Numbots is a valuable App/website for practising maths facts and we will send log-in details shortly. 






Requests!
If you can spare some time to listen to readers each week we would love to hear from you.
We are making our fire engines from 19th September. Any sturdy pet food boxes – the ones that hold 12 foil pouches would be much appreciated.




	 



